[Post-cardiac injury syndrome: an rare cause of pleurisy, value of pleural fluid analysis].
The post-cardiac injury syndrome is an inflammatory process concerning the pericardium, the pleura and/or the pulmonary parenchyma, that develops after different kinds of cardiac aggression. The diagnosis can be evoked when some clinical and biological results are present but remains one of exclusion. We report a case of post-cardiac injury syndrome for which we demonstrate an immunologic involvement of the pleura. The antimyocardial antibodies and the low complement index found in the pleura strongly support an immunologic process, and this suggests that the analysis of the pleural fluid could be useful for the diagnosis of the post-cardiac injury syndrome.